
MYCORRHIZA 

 
 

Mycorrhiza is one of the most important biofertilizer, and gained immense popularity in recent years. 

The word Mycorrhiza – Myco means fungus and Rrhiza means the plant root. The word mycorrhiza itself 

explain the association of fungus and plant root system. 

This mutual beneficial relationship existed over million years ago. Almost 85% of land plant associated 

with this system. 

Fungus spores germinates and form root like structure called hyphae. The hyphae penetrate the root and 

enters into plant root cells and develop interconnecting network in plant root system. The fungi and plant 

exchange sugar and nutrients. The fungi carry most of the nutrients that limiting to plant like Zinc, 

Ammonia, Phosphorus. The hyphae further developed outside the root system and form extended 

network in the soil, that help plant to absorb more nutrients and water intake. 

There are three different kind of Mycorrhiza: - 

Endomycorrhiza- They are associated with root cells of the plant, almost 80% of land plant associated in 

this system. 

Ectomycorrhiza- This is advance association which do not penetrate deep in root system of plant. Most 

forest plant form this symbiotic association. 

Ectendomycorrhiza- This association mostly restricted to plant family like Pinus and Larix spp. 

Due to the characteristic of symbiotic association Mycorrhiza doesn’t only increases the production yield 

but also increases the quality of crops. This entire association regenerate our soil and maintain soil health. 
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